CCC Parents Association Link 


WELCOME to the CCC Parents Association Newsletter
CCC PA is exactly that:  the association of parents and guardians of children who are students of Castleknock Community College.
It is open to all parents and guardians – so that means you!
The main aims of the Parents’ Association are:
· to represent the views of parents & guardians
· to inform parents of developments in the school and in the wider area of education
· to foster co-operation between parents, teachers and school management.
· to arrange talks & workshops of interest for parents throughout the academic year
· to raise funds for the benefit of the school

In other words we are a link between the college management and parents.  Following this year’s AGM, our committee was elected as follows:

· Carol Pitcher – Chairperson

· Eithne McNeela – Secretary

· Gerardine Collins – Treasurer

Our Association is friendly, informal, and productive.  We hold monthly meetings in the school which are open to all parents.  The Principal or one of the Deputy Principals also attends our meetings.  
Each month parents come along to generate discussion, bring up ideas, and address matters relating to the college. Issues such as books and uniforms are raised on a regular basis, and new topics are brought up as the school year evolves. The fact that the principal or one of his colleagues is at the meeting often means that queries are answered instantly, which allows us to act upon ideas promptly. 
While you are probably aware of the fantastic work of the Plant Sale committee, and their annual event which raises substantial funds for the school, other projects are instigated by the PA, such as talks by experts on topics that relate to teenage development, parenting courses, assistance with exam students who need readers, etc.
Other ideas planned for the near future include small social get-togethers to enable parents to meet other parents in their children’s year.  We also aim to encourage greater involvement of parents in extra curricular activities. 
Over the years kind parents have helped out with various activities in a number of ways including assisting in supervising students at a sporting or leisure event, providing transport, coaching a team, and so on – a big thank you to all of them.  This help is invaluable to the school, but there is room for more!  You don’t need to have any sporting ability to become involved, a willingness to help is all that is required.  So don't leave it to someone else to sign up!  If you can help out, complete the slip or email us with your contact details and availability as soon as possible. One hour of your time may be all that’s needed.
In addition if you have expertise in Science, IT or any area that you feel might be of interest, we would really like to hear from you. 

Interaction with students in this way means that parents have to have Garda vetting and the College will have forms available shortly. 
To attend the monthly PA meetings you need nothing other than an interest in your child and the school.  So come along to the next meeting on January 10th 2012 at 8 pm. 
Look forward to seeing you there.
Improving Communication
To enable us to reach all the parents in our school, we would particularly like to hear from anyone who can translate our newsletter into other languages.
Also, we are in the process of updating our page on the school’s website – watch that space!
We would welcome your views and opinions on how the PA can be improved and suggestions for new projects would be much appreciated, so we have opened a new “Suggestion Box” which is located in the school office.  Alternatively you can email us with your ideas at pa@castleknockcc.ie
New Parent Rep to the Board of Management

We would like to congratulate Claire Perry who was recently elected as Parent Representative to the Board of Management.   This position became vacant when Anne Duggan stepped down when her daughter completed her Leaving Certificate last June.  We would like to thank Anne for the hard work and commitment which she brought to this role and wish her well in the future.  The Board of Management of CCC has two Parent Representatives.  Your parent representatives on the Board are Fergus Dwyer and Claire Perry.

Thanks!

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Michael Fay, our outgoing Chairperson for all his hard work, energy and commitment over the past year.  
Annual Plant Sale

Already the busy Plant Sale committee are working towards next year’s great annual event which will take place on Saturday/Sunday 12th and 13th May 2012. If you would like to volunteer for this event, please email us with your contact details or leave your details in our “Suggestion Box” in the school office.
Dates for your Diary

Scheduled PA Meetings



· 10th January 2012 

· 7th February 2012

· 6th March 2012

· 17th April 2012

· 8th May 2012

Plant Sale -12th/13th May 2012

For other school events please check out the school’s website, www.castleknockcc.ie
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all parents and students a very Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are compiling a database of parents’ names, phone numbers and email addresses so that we can contact you from time to time for feedback, comments, help, etc.  If you would like to be included, please complete and return to our “Suggestion Box” which is located in the school office.

Name: 




_________________________________

Class & Year group of students:  
_________________________________


Email address: 


_________________________________

Mobile no. for text message only: 
_________________________________

Please tick as appropriate:
Yes, I would be available to help with extracurricular activities:   □
Area of particular interest:

Sport
□


Music/Drama
□

Science/IT  □
Fitness/Dance
□

Languages  □

Assisting with transport □
Other (please specify): 

_________________________________

Yes, I would like to be kept informed of the latest PA news:
□ 
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